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H K Gehen of our « afſewbling at this time, 
is to 'excite and encourage one another 
in making head againſt Viee' and Pro- 
faneneſs, and maintaining the Honour of 
Cod and Religion in the World. And 
beerafe a zealous and ſteady proſecution of this work 
is not to be expected, but Where there is firſt an in- 
ward concern and grief at the witkedneſs'that e ſee 
in the world z nor is that concern and grief to be 
del and kept wp in — but by* firſt confider- 
ing 


— — — << — — 


4 A Sermon preached to the Societies 


ing the Work as the Cauſe of God, and then making 
it our own Cauſe upon a fix d Principle of Duty and 
Conſcience ;_ therefore, I ſhall take occaſion from the 
words of the Pſalmiſt, to enquire into theſe two 
heads : 5 8 | | 


I. Firſt, How does it become a good man to be 
affected, when he ſees and obferves the Wicked- 
neſs of the world? He ought to lay it to heart, 

and to be grieved and concerned at it. 


I. Secondly, What is to be done on the part of Aa 
good man, to ſhew that his grief and concern are 
bearty and ſincere. 


It. then, How does it become a good man to be 
affected, when he ſees and obſerves the wickedneſs of 
the world? He ought to lay it to heart, and to be 
grieved and concerned at it. For, as Religion is proper- 
Iy the Cauſe of God; ſo every good man has in effect 
enter'd and lifted himſelf in the ſervice of that Cauſe; 
to fupport and maintain it in the world, againſt the force 
and oppoſition of its Enemies. Theſe Enemies are Sin 
and Satan ; which are perpetually labouring againft 
Religion and Goodneſs, and try ing all ways poſſible to 
make head againſt them; to baniſh them out of the 
world, and to cover the face of the earth with Wicked- 
neſs and Profaneneſs. ns ee t Piarwd HW 

When Religion [thrives and encreaſes, and it appears. 
that mankind in general grow more ſober and virtuous, 
or leſs diſſolute and profane ; that the Houſe of God 
is more frequented, and Swear ing and Blaſphemy leſs 
heard in our ſtreets; that particular perſons within our 
own knowledge are reformed and become » Y 
4 | in 
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Cin other words) have quitted the ſervice of the 
Enemy, and are come over to the (ide of Religion; in 


this caſe, the Cauſe of God viſibly proſpers and gains 


ground: and the conſideration hereof is juſt matter of 
Triumph and Rejoycing to every good man; being, in 


effect, the ſucceſs and proſperity of his own Cauſe. 


On the contrary, when the wickedneſs: of mankind 
_ encreaſes, and we ſee Vice grow more faſhionable, and 
lefs ſhameful in the eyes of the world; when men go+ 
on to fin with greater degrees of boldneſs and openneſs ;- 
when new kinds of Vice ſpring up, and old ones take 


deeper root ; and when our own eyes are witneſſes, how 
ſome who ſeem'd to be hearty in Religion, are fall'n- 
away; and others, who are and have been wicked, 
remain obſtinate and incorrigible after all Endeavours 
to reclaim them; in this caſe, the Empire of Sin and 
Satan upon earth is enlarged, and the Cauſe of God 
and Religion loſes ground; and by conſequence, as 
many as are engaged in the ſervice and concerned for 
the honour of that Caufe, muſt be grieved and afflicted, 
to fee that wickedneſs prevails and gains ſtrength upon. 
the earth. * An . ESP ry 

And to be inwardly grieved at the encreaſe of wick- 


edneſs, is ſuch a neceſſary effect of a real concern for Reli- 


ion, that whoever ſees it (as, God knows, it is too vi- 

ble) and yet does not find himſelf. ſenſibly grieved and 
affected with the fight, may reſt aſſured that the Cauſe 
of-God and Religion is-not at his heart. For whoever has 
that Cauſe at his heart, will not only grieve to ſee a gene- 
ral corruption of principles and manners in a Nation; but 
the wickedneſs of every particular notorious Sinner will 
raiſe in his heart a proportionable meaſure of grief and con- 
cern. The heart that honours and laves God, cannot but. 

be grieved to ſee Sinners deſpiſe. and affront him ; the 
We | | eart 
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heart that loves man, as the image of God, cannot but 
grieve, to ſee him run obſtinately on in the way that 
leads to eternal deſtruction. In like manner, a due re- 
verence to the Name of God, muſt of courſe. raiſe a ſen- 
ſible uneaſineſs in every good man, when he hears that 
holy Name profaned and blaſphemed by oaths and curſes; 
as a conſcientious regard ta the Laws of God, grounded 
upon a ſenſe. of the Purity and Holineſs of them, cannot. 
fail to raiſe a concern in Righteous and Religious men, 
when they ſee thoſe Laws openly deſpiſed and frampled- 
4 and profligate Sinners. 

This then is a neceſſary teſtimony of a good man, 
one who has the Cauſe of God and Religion at his 
heart, to be grieved and concerned at the growth of 
ſin, and the wickedneſs of mankind. And accordingly, 
this zeal for the honour of God and his Laws, and this 
concern at the open violation of them, appears eminently 
in the practice of ſome of the beſt men that we read of 
in Scripture. When Iſrael had corrupted themſelves 
with Idolatry, and thrown down the Altars of the true 
God, Elyah (as we read, 1 Kings xix. 14.) was very 
Jealous for the Lord God of Hoſts. David, when he ſaw 
the profaneneſs of mankind, tells us (Pſal. 69. 9.) that 
the zeal of God's. houſe had ev'n eaten him up; and he 
makes all wicked men, i. e. all the Enemies of God, to 
be his own Enemies (Pſal. 139. 21. Do not 1 hate 
them, O Lord, that hate thee # and am not I grieved 
with thoſe that riſe by againſt thee 8 Tea, I hate them 
right ſore, ev'n as tho they were mine Enemies: and 
we. are told in the Text, that when the. Pſalniſt obſer- 
ved among the People, only a Neglect of the Laws of 
God, Bis eyes guſb d out with water, and he was over - 
whelm'd with grief. And a more early teſtimony than 

all theſe, of the concern of a good man + 
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neſs of the world, is that of righteous Lot ;; of whom 
St. Peter ſays (2 Pet. ii. B.) that that righteous' man, 
dmolling among 2 _— 9 in ſeeing 
end hearing, vexed his righteous | ſoul from to iday 
For as this grief and trouble at the wickedneſs of 
mankind, is the neceſſary and immediate effect of a con- 
.cern for the Honour of Almighty God and his Religion 
upon earth; ſo it is what every righteous and good man 
will feel, more or leſs, in his oun breaſt; and whoever 
feels it not, may reft aſſured; that he has not Religion 
and the glory of God at his heat. 


- = pf * p 8 ole \ 0 + . 7 
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I. What is to be done on the part of a good man, 
to ſhew that his grief and concern at the wick- 
ac dneſs that is in the world, are hearty and ſin- 


1. The immediate effect of a real grief and con- 
tern at the wickednefs of mankind, is a reſolution, 
that we will uſe our utmoſt: diligence to oppoſe and 
make head againſt it. In many cafes we are grieved - 
at things we cannot help, and concerned at Evils that 
it is wholly out of our power to prevent or amend ; 
and in ſuch caſes, Grieving is the only teſtimony we 
can give of our diſlike and abhorrence. But when the 


Evil we pretend to lament, is ſuch as may in ſome 
meaſure be help'd and remedied by our 'own Endea- 
vours ; there, to grieve and fic til, is by no means 
a teſtimony of a ſincere and hearty concern. le 
is rather, a teſtimony of the contrary, that the grief 
and concern we wou'd be thought to hnve, . 


* 


prete 


_—_ ” 
' 


8 A Sermon preached to the Societies 


pretended. and hypocritical. Now, as it is in the power 
of every man, be his condition what 1t will, to-oppoſe 
and diſcountenance Vice, in one degree or another; ſo no 
man muſt reckon that he is truly grieved at the wicked- 
neſs of the world, unleſs his grief be accompany'd with 
a reſolution to exert himſelf in oppoſing and difcoun- 
-renancing it, as far as his Station and Abilities enable 
him. Nothing more common in the world, than to 
hear men inveighing againſt the wickedneſs of man- 
kind, and lamenting the great growth of it, in Ex- 
preſſions full of zeal and concern for Religion; and 
for doing this, they expect to be reckon d the Patrons 
of Virtue and Goodneſs in the world. Whereas, in 
truth, good words make theſe juſt ſuch ſupports to 
Religion, as they made a certain ſort of Perſons that 
St. James ſpeaks of (chap. 2. 15.) ſupports to the 
Poor; who, when they ſaw a brother or jifter naked and 
deſtitute of daily food, would pretend a great compaſſion 
for them, and ſay, Depart in peace, be you warmed and 
filled; but they gave them not thoſe things that were 
needful to the body. This, 1 ſay, is juft ſuch Charity 
to the Poor, as general Invectives againſt Vice, with- 
out endeavours to reform it, are a zeal for God and 
Religion. To come up to this character, we muſt not 
only confider Vice in general, and expreſs our abhor- 
rence of it at large; but we muſt ſet our ſelves againſt 
particular Vices, and thoſe too as reigning in the hearts, 
and appearing in the lives, of particular perſons; and 
we muſt reſolve, that we will leave no way unattempt- 
ed, no means untry'd, that may probably help to re- 
claim and reform them. We muſt firſt conſider of the 
moſt proper Remedies, and then how to adminiſter 
thoſe Remedies in the moſt proper methods; what are 
the Arguments that are moſt likely to be effectual, and 

12 50 oy what 
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what the Times moſt ſeaſonable to offer and enforce 
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them; how we may manage and carry on the work 
W 1 beſt advantage; by our ſelves, or by others ; 


are Deliberating about theſe things, we muſt not be faint 
or diſcouraged, if we foreſee Difficulties in the way ; 
but it muſt be our fix d and ſettled, Reſolution, - that 


Whatever appears to be fairly practicable, ſhall certainly 
be e., nin. xarnouty 55 ? 


For it is a work, that in many reſpects requires 


great degrees of Patience and Reſolution. The ve- 
ry attempt to reform others, ſuppoſes they have 
Vices that want to be reſormed; and that ſuppoſition 
carries in it ſomething that is harſh and ungrateful, 


and, however fincerely intended for their good, does 


ſometimes provoke ſinners to be our Enemies, or at 
leaſt to ceaſe to be our friends; to charge us with rude- 
neſs and ill-nature, in return for the greateſt inſtance 
of kindneſs and charity on our part. Sin alſo, when 
it is grown into a habit, is apt to make men very 
froward and uneaſie under any admonit ions and per- 


ſwaſions to leave it; and after great pains has been 


taken with a ſinner in order to reclaim him, we ſhall 


oft· times find that it has been labour in vain, and ſee; 
little or no hope of his reformation in the end. So. 
that, upon both theſe accounts, it is neceſſary that 
whoever. ſets himſelf to ſuppreſs and diſcourage Vice, 


ſhould be armed before- hand with great degrees of Pa- 


tience and Reſolution. And theſe he is to arm himſelf 


with, by conſidering, that the Cauſe he is engaged in, 
is the Gauf: of God and his Religion, againſt Sin and 
Satan; that no labour can be too great for the ſaving of 
a Soul ; that tho he cannot pertays make his i 

Bs ; | tter, 
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by Reaſonings, or by Admonitions; in the way of 
gentleneſs, or in the way of Severity. - And while we 


— — ws K 


10 A Sermon preacheu 70 the Societies 


Fetter, it is a great work if he ean keep hint from being 
worſe ; that altho' he do. fail in the whole, and can 
neither work him into goodneſs, nor reſtrain him from 
wickedneſs, yet his honeſt Fndeavours to do it are ac- 
eepted of God, and will meet with a diſtinguiſhing re- 
ward from his hand. To this purpoſe, St. 79 
(x. x9, 20.) coneludes his Epiſtle with a remarkable 
Encouragement to every Chriſtian to labour in this 
bleſſed Work : Brethren, ſays he, if any of you do err 
from the truth, and one convert hin; let him know, 
that he which converteth 4 fimer from the errour of 
Bie way, ſhall ſave a ſoul from death, and ſhall hide 2 
, cc 
Theſe then are the Reſolutions, and theſe the En- 
deavours, that will appear in every Chriſtian, who is 
ſincerely grieved and concerned at the wickedneſs of 
mankind. For fince every Chriftian is by his profeſſion 
a declared Enemy to ſin ; the oppoſing and difcouraging 
of fin, where-ever it is found, is by conſequence the 
proper work of every Chriſtian in general. But, 


Adly. This concern and reſolution to diſcourage and 
ſuppreſs Vice, ought to appear mdre eminently and 
more peculiarly in thoſe who-have received a ſpecial Au- 
thority from God to do it; and have thereupon a fpecial 
obligation to exert their Authority for this good end, 
within the bounds and limits of their reſpective Powers: 
As, Parents over their Children, Maſters over their 
Servants, Miniſters. over the Flocks which are com- 
mitted to their Care, and Magiſtrates over all perſons 
whatſoever within the compaſs- of their Power and 
Authority. To each of theſe God has given a Com- 
mii to oppeſe and diſcountenanee Wickedneſs : to 
Patents and Ma by corporal puniſhments and other 

| re- 
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reſtraints aud diſcouragements, as occaſion requires ʒ; to 
the Miniſters of the Goſpel, by earneſt and repeated 
Admonitions and Reproofs; and to the Magiſtrates, 
by a vigorous execution of the Laws againſt Vice and 
Profaneneſs. It is, as 1 have already obſerved, the duty 
of Chriſtians in general, to ſhew their abhorrence 
of Vice, and their concern at the wickedneſs of man- 
kind, in an honeſt (endeavour to conyince and re- 
claim Sinners, in all places, and at all times, as they 
ſee occaſion, and opportunities come in their way,; 
and this, Parents and Maſters, Miniſters and Magi- 
ſtrates, are ohliged-to, in common with all other Chri- 
ſtians. But beſides this general Obligation, they haue 
alſo, each of them, a particular Charge of their own 
to take care of ; as being ſpecially appointed thereunto 
by the Providence of God, and having received from 
him, in their ſeveral ſtations, full and ſufficient Autho- 
rity to reſtrain and diſcourage: wickedneſs in all thoſe 
whom he hath committed to their Care and Govern- 
ment. „ 1 | v1 17990 
There is a pretence, by which Chriſtians at large 
excuſe themſelves from attempting the reformation af 
particular Sinners; that tho, it is true, they have 
known. them long, and, to their great grief, have be- 
held the wickedneſs of their ways, yet they bear no 
relation to them, nor have any authority over them, 
and therefore are not obliged, more than the reſt of 
their neighbours, to be at the pains of exhorting and 
admoniſhing, - Now, this is a ſtrange way of reaſoning, 
that becauſe every one is obliged to put-to a helping 
band, and the reſt negle& their Duty, I am therefore 
diſcharged from mine. If any argument is to 
drawn from that avoiding and neglecting of the wor 
by others, it is this ; that er there is the _m_ 
ii 2 nee 
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need, and by conſequence the greater obligation upen 


7. 9657 0 STRING Di. 
But ſuppoſe this were a good Excufe to Chriſtians | 
at large, as it certainly is not; yet Parents and Maſters, 


Miniſters and Magiſtrates, could have no right to 


plead it, becauſe to them God has pointed out the par- 
ticular perſons whoſe manners and behaviour are to 
be their particujar Care, and has given them ſpecial 


power and authority over thoſe very perſons for that 


very end: It is a Charge that he hath committed to 
them in particular ; and from them he will require a 
particular account, how well they have executed it. 
And fince the obligation is thus ſtrict; how far are 
they from being - duly concerned for the honour of 


'God, or grieved or concerned at the wickedneſs of 
mankind, and how much further from ftudying to re- 


form it, who can ſuffer the very perſons that God 
hath committed to their own immediate government, 
to go on quietly and ſecurely in a wicked: or diffolute 
courſe! How can Parents and Maſters, in particular, 
who muſt be eye-witneſſes of the greateſt part of the 
behaviour of their Children and Servants, anſwer it to 
their own conſciences, to ſee them wicked, and yet 
ſtand by unconcerned:; and how will they anſwer it 
to God at the Laſt Day, when the wickedneſs they 
have tolerated in thoſe their Inferiors, ſhall riſe up in 
judgment againft themſelves? This is ſo far from lay- 
ing the wickedneſs of mankind to heart, or being griev'd 


to fee it (as the Pſalmiſt was in the Text, and as every 
good man ought to be,) that it makes them the chie 


Patrons and Encouragers of it ; fo far from a zeal a 
forwardneſs to ſuppreſs Vice, that the ſtricteſt Command 
from God cannot force them to lift up a hand againſt 
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it ; and, finally, ſo far is it from the looking abroad 
for Opportunities to oppoſe and diſcountenance Sin, that 
it is the nouriſhing and cheriſhing of it within their 
own Walls. N 55 | 
But tho” the Vices of Children and Servants cannot 
well eſcape the knowledge of their Parents and Ma- 
ſters ; yet this is an advantage which Miniſters and 
Magiſtrates have not in the exerciſe of their Autho- 
rity ; eſpecially in Places that are large and populous. - 
In ſuch Places, Vice may lay hid in many corners, not- 
withſtanding their utmoſt diligence to find it out ; and 
vicious Parents and Maſters, and all thoſe who live un- 
der their government, may go on long unreproved and 
unpuniſhed, for want of due Information to the Mini- 
fter and the Magiſtrate ; who therefore cannot be ſo 
ſerviceable in the ſuppreſſion of Vice as Ie otherwiſe 
might, unleſs aſſiſted by private Intimations from others, 
who have better opportunities to obſerve the behaviour 
and converfation of particular perſons. And whatever 
Reproaches may be caſt upon ſuch men, for this chari- 
table office to the fouls of their neighbours, it is un- 
doubtedly in it ſelf a pious and religious work ; ſuch 
an expreſſion of hatred againſt Sin, and of zeal for 
God's Glory, and the ſalvation of mens Souls, as highly 
becomes every Chriſtian, And as long as they are con- 
ſcious of the {incerity of their own Intentions, they have 
no reaſon to regard the Scoffs and Revilings of men; 
both becauſe their zeal and diligence in this good work, 
notwithſtanding all the Reproaches of men, will be ſure 
to meet with a ſpecial Reward and Commendation from 
God ; and alſo becauſe they are the Reproaches of Evil 
men, and, on that account, are to be eſteemed Honours 
rather than Reproaches. They are the Reproaches of 
Lewd Places and Lewd Perſons, the Reproaches of w= 
| | ne 
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fane Swearers and Scoffers at Religion, the Reproaches 
of publick Nurſeries of Gaming, and Harbours of Drun- 
kenneſs and of other vile and unchriſtian Practices; all 
which are open and grievous offences againſt the Maje- 
ty of God. And as it is the Duty of a good 5 
to an earthly Prince, to give Information of all Treaſons 
againſt him and his Government, to the end the Actors 
in them may be reſtrain d and puniſh'd ; ſo is it no leſs 
the Duty of the Subjects and Servants of the Great God 
of Heaven and Earth, to inform his Vicegerents and 
thoſe whoare in Authority under them, of all ſuch abo- 
minable Practices; which are properly Treaſons againſt 
the Majeſty of Heaven, and, when the Actors are form- 
ed into a kind of Aſſociations for carrying on the work 
of Satan, are no better than an open Rebellion againſt 
God, and a Defiance of him and his Laws. And 
when wicked Men openly aſſociate againſt the Cauſe of 
God, it would be very ſtrange in a Chriſtian Country, 
if good men ſhould be cenſured for aſſociating for it; 
eſpecially, when they intend no more, than to make 
themſelves ſubſervient to Legal Authority, that is, no 
more than-to give the Laws againſt Profaneneſs and 
Immorality of all kinds, the effect which the Legiſlature 
intended them. And if it happen that an ill-defigning 
_ Perſon ſhall ſometimes mix with them, and carry on 

his own private Intereſt under colour of ſuppreſſing 
Vice and Profaneneſs, this 1s not to be wonder'd at ; 
ſince it is natural for men of the worſt Deſigns, to chuſe 

to execute them under the beſt Colours, and in the beſt 
Company, where they think they may ftand moſt clear 
of Suſpicion ; and the Lives and Characters of the Bo- 
dy of thoſe Perſons who have engag'd in this excellent 
work, together with the Care they have taken, and 
are ready to take, to ſee publick Juſtice done 1 

. 
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tions of that kind, and to induce all good men to have 
their hearts and hands open to encourage the work, 
and to help forward the publick Profecutions of vicious 


Perſons and diſorderly Houſes. 


And the Magiſtrate has the greateſt need that can be, 
of ſuch zealous and vigorous Aſſiſtance in the execu- 
tion of the Laws againſt Profaneneſs and Immorality, 
within theſe large and populous Cities: Where great 
Wealth and Luxury fow the ſeeds of Luft and De- 
bauchery, and much Idleneſs is a daily Temptation 
and Opportunity to earry them into Practice: Where 
perſons, and their concerns and lives, are ſo little 
known to one another, and Vice is fo much leſs 
under the Reſtraints of Fear and Shame; than im other 
places, and therefore negds to be more narrowly 
watch'd : Whither numbers of Men and Women floc 
from all parts, to ſupport themſelves by Gaming and 
Lewdneſs; and having no other methods of Subſiſtenee, 
are doubly diligent in the corrupting of Youth. h a 
word, where, by this Concourſe of corrupt minds and 
deſperate fortunes, Vice is able to form it ſelf inte- So- 
 creties and Combination for the deſtruction of Virtue ;; 
and as I obſerv'd: before, it would be very hard if they 
who form themſelves into- Societies for the defence and 
ſupport of Virtue: againſt thoſe Combinations of Vice, 
ſhould not meet with due commendation. and encourage- 
ment from every pious and good man: Of which ſort 
alſo, God be thank d, there are multitudes in this great 
and populous City 3 where not onfy Wickedneſs, but 
Religion alſo, is to be found in the greateſt perfection, 
as well in the regular Devotions and exemplary Piety 
and Order of private Families, as in a zealous and __ 

| ant 


_ LY 
ſuch Impoſtors, ought for ever to filence all Objec- 


ry 
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ſtant Attendance upon the Publick Worſhip of God. 


But this pleaſant and beautiful Scene is to be look'd up- 


on as perpetually ſubje& to the Inundations of Vice, 
unleſs the Banks and Fences be watch'd and guarded 
with the utmoſt Care and Diligence.  . . _: 

And as the Place, ſo the Time alſo, calls upon all ſe- 
rious and good men to exert themſelves with the great- 
eſt zeal and activity in the ſupport of God's Honour, and 


the defence of his Religion, againſt Profaneneſs and 


Immorality. The meſſenger of his hand has lately 
viſited a neighbouring Nation in a very terrible man- 
ner; and tho' his hand be ſtaid for the preſent, yet 
we have great cauſe to .dread the Judgments which 
Profaneneſs and Immorality do always, ſooner or later, 
pull down upon Kingdoms and Countries, if there be 
not found among us a: proportionable number of good 
men, whoſe zeal for the honour of God may appeaſe 
his Vengeance; and make an atonement for the Nation, 
09. 9 it were ſtand between the Living and the 

end. 1-:.:: SOUP ; 

And if the Circumſtances both of Time and Place 
require a more than ordinary zeal for the maintenance 
of God's Honour and the ſuppreſſion of Profaneneſs 


and Immorality ; I am very ſure, it highly becomes Me, 


to whom the Providence of God has more immedi- 
ately committed the Religious Concerns of theſe great 
Cities, earneſtly to beſeech, exhort, and ſummon, and, 
if I may be allow'd the expreſſion, to give it in Charge 


to all who fear and love God, to appear openly and 


zealouſly in his Cauſe z to be diligent in executing the 
Laws againſt Profaneneſs and Immorality, and to raiſe 
and encreaſe their zeal for the ſupport of Virtue and 


Religion, in proportion to the vigorous Attacks that 


they 


* 
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they ſee made upon them by Satan and his wicked 
Inſtruments. 


If it ſhall be made a queſtion, whoſe work and 
buſineſs it properly is to protect Religion and main- 
tain the Honour of God upon earth, and to what 
Sort, Order, or Degree of men it belongs 3 this ſeems 
to me not unlike another enquiry, about which ſpecu- 
lative men have buſied themſelves, namely, what are 
the proper Motives of Obedience to God, whether 
Fear, or Hope, or Love only: To which the true 
anſwer is, that all are proper Motives, and all too 
little to keep men ſtedſaſt in their Obedience to God. 
In like manner, if the queſtion be ask d, to what 
Order of men the protecting of Religion, and main- 
taining the Honour of God does belong; the proper 
anſwer is, that it belongs to all Orders; to Mini- 
ſters, Magiſtrates, and all Mankind, of what Rank or 
Degree ſoever; and God knows it is too apparent, 
that the numbers out of all ſorts, that are willing to 
engage in the ſervice and lay the work to heart, are 
too little, with their whole united ſtrength, to maintain 
Religion and Virtue againſt the open Inſults of Pro- 
faneneſs and Immorality. As all mankind of what 
Rank, Order, or Degree ſoever, have received from 
God their Being, and all the Powers and Faculties of 
Body and Soul, they ſtand more immediately engaged 
to employ them to his honour and glory from whom 
they receivd them, and who gave them principally 
for that end. As all Power, whether it be in a 
Natural or Civil Capacity, is deriv'd from God ; ſo in 
all Commiſſions of Power, of what kind or nature ſo- 
ever, a ſtrict obligation to maintain the honour and 
character of him from whom we receive our Power, 


C is 
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is always underſtood, tho' it be not expreſs d. As 
God is our common Lord and Maſter, and all Man- 
kind his Servants ; it is a common obligation upon 
all to employ the ſeveral Talents which he has com- 
mitted to them, not only to the carrying on the buſi- 
neſs of their ſtations, bur alſo to the maintenance of 
his own honour. For 1s there any Maſter upon 
earth, who will account that his Servant has done 
his duty, barely- by attending the work and buſineſs 
more immediately belonging to his ſtation ; if it ap- 
pear, that ſuch Servant can fit ſtill, contentedly and 
unconcern'd, when he hears his Maſter reproach'd 

and reviled ? | . ; 
I grant, if the queſtion be ask'd, in what Ways the 
ſeveral forts and orders of men are bound to promote 
the Honour of God ; there is a difference in the obli- 
gation, ariſing from the different Abilities and Op- 
portunities which God has put into their hands ; but 
the general obligation to employ whatever Abilities 
and Opportunities he has given, in his ſervice and 
to his honour, is common to all mankind. It is the 
voice of Nature and Reaſon, and of all Apes and 
Countries that have been Worſhippers of the True 
God; and it will be time enough to make it a 
queſtion, to what part of mankind the work belongs, 
when we ſee any part over-zealous and over-a@ive 
in it; it will be time enough to diſcharge any 
fort from the Service, when Virtue and Religion 
have viſibly got the better of Vice. and Profaneneſs, 
and we ſee them in quiet poſſeſſion of their Con- 
queſts, But at preſent, I doubt it 1s too true, that 
as moſt men need to be ſpurr'd on in the proſecu- 
tion of this great 'work, ſo the Joint-Endeavours of 
all good men will be little enough to enable von 
| and 
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and Religion to maintain their ground againſt Vice add 


Profaneneſs, and againſt the various Engines contriv'd 


by a corrupt Generation, to ſupport them, and keep 


them in countenance. 
Amongſt theſe, I muſt particularly take notice of 
Maſquerades; as they deprive Virtue and Reli- 
gion of their laſt Refuge, I mean Shame ; which 
keeps multitudes of Sinners within the bounds of 
Decency, after they have broken thro* all the Ties 
of Principle and Conſcience. But this Invention ſets 
them free from that Tie alſo; being neither bet- 
ter nor worſe, than an Opportunity to ſay and do 
there, what Virtue, Decency, and Good-Manners will 
not permit to be ſaid or done in any other Place. If 
perſons of either Sex will frequent lewd and profane 
Plays, or openly join themſelves to Looſe and Athe- 
iſtical Aſſemblies of any kind, they have their Re- 
ward, they are ſure to be mark d and branded by 
all good men, as perſons of corrupt minds and vi- 
cious | inclinations, who have abandon'd Religion and 
all pretenſions to it, and given themſelves over to 
Luxury and Profaneneſs. And as bad as the World 
is, this is a very heavy load. upon the CharaQers 


of men, and, in ſpite of all the endeavours of 


Vice to bear up and keep it ſelf in countenance, it 
ſinks them by degrees into infamy and contempr. 
But this pernicious Invention intrenches Vice and 
Profaneneſs, againſt all the Aſſaults and Impreſſions 
of Shame; and whatever Lewdneſs may be coneert- 


ed, whatever Luxury, Immodeſty, or Extravagance 


may be committed in word or deed,” no one's Re- 
putation is at ſtake, no one's Character is re- 
ſponſible for it. A circumſtance, of ſuch terrible 
e to virtue and good manners, that if 
| | Ce Maſque- 


J 
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Maſquerades ſhall ever be reviv'd, as we heartily hope 
they. will not, all ſerious Chriſtians within theſe two 
great and populous Cities will be nearly concerned to. 
lay it to heart, and diligently to beſtir themſelves 
in cautioning their friends and neighbours - againſt 
ſuch fatal Snares. Particularly, all who have the 
Government and Education of Youth, ought to take 
the greateſt Care to keep them out of the way of this 
dangerous Temptation; and then to labour againſt the 
Spreading of it; conſidering the proneneſs of man- 
kind xo fall into the Diverfions and Manners of thoſe 
who are of a ſuperior Rank and Character. 6s 
I cannot forbear to add, that, all Religious Con- 
ſiderations apart, this is a Diverſion that no true 
Engliſbman ought to be fond of, when he remem- 
bers that it was brought among us by the Ambaſſador 
of a neighbouring Nation in the laſt Reign, while his 
Maſter was in meaſures to Euſlave us; and indeed 
there is not a more effectual way to enſlave a People, 
than firſt to diſpirit and enfeeble them by Licentiouſ- 
neſs and Effeminacy. | 


| * . 5 

And thus I have ſhewn, Firſt, How every good man 
.. ought to be affected, when he ſees and obſerves the 

wickedneſs of the world ; that it becomes him to lay 

it to heart, and to be greatly grieved and concerned at it. 
Secondly, I have ſhewn, what is to be done on the part of 
a good man, to make it appear that his grief and con- 
cern are hearty. and ſincere : He muſt firſt firmly reſolve 
that he will uſe his utmoſt diligence to oppoſe and 
make head againſt it; and then, in purſuance of that 
reſolution, he muſt take all proper opportunities to- 
check and diſcourage it, as far as his ſtation and con- 
dition ſball impower and enable him, and in ſuch ys 

an 
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and methods as may moſt prebably bring about the 
reformation of ſinners. | 


There is yet one way more, of expreſſing our grief 


and concern at the wickedneſs of mankind, and it 


is equally in every one's Power to help and aff 


in that way; namely, to pray to God, that he will 
be . graciouſly pleaſed to reffram the power of Sin 


and Satan, and enlarge the Kingdom of Chriſt” up- 


on earth; that he will touch the heart of every 
ſinner with a lively ſenſe both of his vileneſs, and 
his danger; that he will inſpire all Orders and De- 
grees of men among us with zeal and courage to 
oppoſe and diſcountenance Vice; and eſpecially, that 
it will pleaſe to put it into the hearts of our 
Governours and Magifttates, and all others who are 
in Office and Authority of any kind, to ſet them- 
ſelves © ſqriouſly. to promote his honour and glory, 
from whom they received their Authority, and to 
whom they muſt give an Account of it at the 
Laſt Day. 


Now, to God the Father, God the Son, and God the 


Holy - Ghoſt, be aſcribed all honour, power, praiſe, 
might, majeſty, and dommon, henceforth and for 
evermore. 
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W, "PROGRESS made ih e 
Cities of London and W/ eSminſtr, 
And Places adjacent, 


By as SOCIETIES for Promoting 


a Reformation of Mamers ; 


By Furthering the Execution of the LA W. 3 


againſt Profaneneſs and eee and an 


Cfriſtian Methods. 8 


T. ſaid 8 4 in * ee of 
their Deſign, from the 1. of December 1722, to 
82 EFrſt of December 1723, | Prolecuted divers ſorts 


nders, (vis. * 
(lend and Diforderly Pr GETS. 
Keeping of Bawdy and Diſorderly Houſes— 36 
For 4 Exerciſing their Trades or Ordinary Call- 2 648 
ings on the Lord's-Day. —— —— 5 4 
Profane Swearing and Curſng, + — — 96 
N Drunkenneſss — 5 
The ſaid Societies have alſo been Affiting in 2 
FProſecuting Common Gameſters and their 38 


_ Aﬀlociates 


— —— — 


For Keeping Common Gaming Houſes 5 4 


The Total Number of Perſons proſecmted by the) 
Societles, in and near London only, for Debau- 


chery and Profaneneſs for 33 Years laſt paſt, are 86944 


elculated at bon Six Thouſand Nine Hun-“ 


IF 
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F Impiety and Debauchery had gone on 

Spreading and Increaſing among us for the 

laſt Thirty Tears, at that prodigious rate as 
dhey did for many Years before, we had aſſuredly 
been one of the moſt profligate Nations in the 
Chriſtian World; aud that under the cleareſt 
Light and greateſt Advantages for the knowing 
and practiſing our Duty, of almoſt any other 
Nation; which muſt probably have reduced us to 
a very miſerable Condition long before now : but 
by the Bleſling of God upon the various Endea- 
vours of the Societies of ſeveral ſorts, for Pro- 
moting Religion, and Reformation of Manners, a 
wonderful Check hath been given to the Prevalency 
of the moſt ſcandalous Vices, and in many Inſtances 
a viſible Reformation has enſued. 


The Reaſonableneſs of Uniting in Societies, for 
the more effectual carrying on a Work of this 
Nature, need not be farther prov'd, after what 


has been ſaid with ſo much Advantage upon that 


Subject in the Annual Reformation Sermons 3 as 
alſo} by the Excellent Author of The Whole Duty 


of Man, who, in his Treatiſe of The Cauſes of 


the Decay of Chriſtian Piety, hath this remark- 


able Paſſage : The Scandal {( faith he) brought 


upon Religion, as it was not contrafted by the 


Ixregularities of one or two Perſons, but by aſſo- 


ciated and common Crimes ; ſo neither will it be 


removed by 4 171 ſingle and private Reformations. 
There muſt be Combinations and publick Confederacies 


in 


(3) 
in Virtue, to balance and counterpoiſe thoſe of Vice, vr 
ſhe will never recover that Honour which ſhe acquired 
by the general Piety of her Profeſſors. 


Thanks be to God, many ſuch Combinations and 
publick Confederacies are now in Being, who make 
it a great part of their Buſineſs to oppoſe aſſociated, 
as well as particular Offenders. 5 

The Societies for Reformation of Manners are 
eminently of that Number: And the Uſefulneſs 
of ſuch Confederacies is viſible from what has 
been actually brought about by Means of the 
ſaid Societies, beyond what could have been 
hoped for from any private Endeavours. Mul- 
titudes for 26 Tears laſt paſt, have been pro- 
ſecuted and puniſhed according to Law, for 
lewd and - ſcandalous Practices, Great Numbers 
of -Bawdy-houſes, - and other diſorderly ) Houſes, 
have been [ſuppreſſed and ſhut up, and the Streets 
were very much purged from the wretched 
Tribe of  _ ono © Proftitutes, and moſt de- 
teſtable Sodomites. Many young Men, taken 
with lewd Women, have, by their being brought 


to timely Shame and Puniſhment,” been diſcou- 


raged and turned (as we have reaſon to hope) 
from following ſuch ſinful Courſes, which often 
cauſe them to defraud their Parents, Ma- 
ſters, Oc. and bring themſelves to utter Ruine. 
Moreover, many Thouſands of Books have been 
diſperſed by theſe Societies throughout the King- 
dom, and put into the Hands of lewd and pro- 
fane! Perſons, to — to —_— 
ines | their 
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their Sins. By theſe various Methods, many Per- 

= ſons have, by the Bleſſing of God, been brought 
to a Senſe of- their Sin and Dayger ; and tho 

| they have at firſt” been exaſperated againſt the 
Inſtruments /' of awakening: them out of their 

dreadful Lethargy, and ſtopping them in their 

ſinſul Courſes; yet have afterwards bleſſed God 

for their Recovery, and: deen heartily - thankful 

to _ who- have been ien to them 


This Undertaking, — * a very few Per- 
ſons, has mightily ſpread it Gif. nnt only in 
Ereat- Britain, but in Foreign Parts. And the 
great Good. which, by God's Bleſſing, bas been 
done by - the. ſaid Societies, has. very wen Sn ani- 
mated. their Endeavaurs. They have likewiſe 

gen eneouraged by ſeveral Royal Proclamations, 

Irders of Seſlions, Preſentments of Grand- Jur ies 
in many Counties of | England ; by the Lord- 
Mayors. nd. Court of - iam: the City of | 
London; by» many Sermons. of the Right Reve- 
rend the 3 and other Eminent Divines, | 
preached to the Socierirs, and publiſhed! —— 
ih out the Kingdom; and by the Writings of other 
1! Learned Men; as alſo by the ſolemn Approbation 
N | of a conſiderable Number of Lords S and 

© Temporal, and the Honourable Judges 

1 land and Ireland, and tha Caan of, 
veral Proteſtane Churches. 


| 1 muſt be par That Profancnels me 4 
ber V do ; _ much abound ;/ yet it 
cannot 
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cannot be deny d, but that they are reformed, in 
their various ranches, to a very remarkable 
Degree; from whence tis evident, that ſince 
this Work has had ſuch conſiderable Succeſs, not- 
withſtanding the many and great Difficulties it 
has ſtruggled with, much greater Advances might 


. have view expected, had there been a more general 


and hearty Concurrence of Perſons of all Orders 
amongſt us, in N to the Seen of the 
Conce 


. 
I 


Thoſe 1 kredite tat - "of oj hah for the 
Honour of God Aid Religion; we deſire to 
prevent the Spreading of the Lebroſe of Sin z 
who are unwilling to Fave their Children, and i 
ther Relations, or their Friends and Servants, cor- 
rupted by ill Examples and witked Allurements: : 

Thoſe that ſincerely with well, to thole excellent 
and ' hopeful Nurſeries of Piety aud good Man- 
ners, the CH ARITYESCH GLS; ind would 
be heartily grieved to ſee the Chriſtian Inſtruc- 
tion and pidus Education that. Childten receive 
therein, miſearr yl throught p 
tations to Wiekeqneſz, Tha. a general Contempt 
of Religion: Thoſe; laſtly, "who have any No 
Love to their Country, and wou'd prevent a 
National Guilt,” and thereby keep off National 
Judgments, cor ole one wou'd think, 
but heartily approve and à iſt this Uſeful Deſign 
for ee ing Trefmzenenk and ae 
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ailing open Temp- | 
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Nov, n thine: bas * er Jol 
muated, That it is not Reformation. which: 
is intended, but the getting of- Money 
from the Delinquents; and by ſuch baſe 

n and vile Reports, have im porn ee 
very well- meaning People is hereby! 
22505 "a . 890 Wade Ahe ſuch 2 Charge 


enen Societies is abſolutely, falſe. It 
is A — that there have berg ſome 


baſe and wicked Perſons, (not engaged, or 
in, the leaſt concerned! in the Societies for 
Ft e Mey hom Ol who have ex- 
** 0 torted Money from Offenders, and ſome- 
times from honeſt Men. But all ſuch 
Practices are utterly. deteſted by theſe So- 
FER (ho, it is well known, have ſtrict- 
enquired after ſuch Perſons; and, when 

Ul 4 ſcover'd, have brought them to Punich- 
bl ment) nor do they know or believe, that 
any engaged in theſe Societies are chargeable 
ttherewith. And to prevent, 38 as. much as is 
41 1 poſlible, all Suſpicion of a mercepar DeGgn 
471111: 4 Fac, in; any that. a&;\in the Buſi- 
ub es of Reformation ; the K eee 
1 3 hn! concerned have all along recommended it, 
Kei and indeed inſiſted: upon it with thoſe oſ 
Ani: dhe Societies, who! have, given Informations 
.- 1 againſt Vice or Profaneneſs, that they 
ſhould. never receive that bart of. the Pe- 

nalty which the Law allows the Informer; 

and it has not come to their Knowledge 

47074, in upwards off wenty Tears time, that any 
one 
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(7) 
one Perſon of thoſe Societies have. acted 
-14C+./ — However, if at any time here- 
after ait (ſhould: happen, that any Perſon 
do Perſons; concerned in any of the So- 
cCcieties for Promoting Reformation of Man- 
ners, ſhould be chargeable with any of 
the evil Practices before mentioned, or 
eyp'n with taking the Reward which the 
Law allows them ; It is humbly requeſted 
of all that are heartily concerned for the 
Intereſt of Religion, that they will give 

them Notice thereof. 

5 4 A © 1 

N. B. The Perſons concerned in theſe Societies, confine 


their Proſecutions to the Offences mentioned in. 
this Account, 


And _ the further Preventing any ObjeQions 
from thoſe who are too_much-.difpoſed to raiſe 
them, againſt this neceſſary Work of. Reformation; 
that there is more Regard, had to the Puniſh- 
ment, thay to the Converſion of. profane and vicious 

Perſons : 1 may not be improper to- aquaint the 
World, That in Cenjunction with the other 
pious and propas Methods, of Inſtruction, Admo- 
nition, and Reproo 0 which, are uſed by the Socie- 
ties, to awaken Men to a Senſe of their Sins, 
and Concern for thei For: the Number of 
large Books, and leſſer Diſcourſes, that have been 
wrote by ſome of the Members of the Societies 
for Reformation, or which they have procured 
to be wrote and publiſhed by others, and have 
given away at their own Charge, in this and _ 

ing- 


(3) 
Kingdoms, for the Furthering of the Reformation 
of this; and other Nations, and the 
verſion of ſuch Offenders as they have * 
to Puniſhment for their crying ities, are 
| calculated at more than Four Hendred Thouſand. 
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